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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 00349 131939Z 
ACTION MMO-04 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO PER-05 A-01 /025 W 

009503 140318Z/64 

R 131630Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5720 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 0349 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: AMGT, APER 

SUBJECT: HIRING LIMITATIONS: FSL EMPLOYEE VACANCY 

REF: STATE 3165 


1 . AS PER PARA 2 OF REFTEL, EMBASSY REQUESTS AUTHORIZATION 
TO FILL POSITION NUMBER S-48, SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR/RECEPTIONIST 
VACATED ON 1/1 1/78. AT PRESENT THERE ARE THREE LOCAL 
EMPLOYEES, ONE OF WHOM STARTED ON 12/12/77 AND ANOTHER WHO 
STARTED ON 12/19/77, ALTERNATING BETWEEN THE SWITCHBOARD AND 
THE RECEPTION DESK. DUE TO THE HEAVY WORKLOADS IN THESE AREAS, 
THE LOSS OF EVEN ONE EMPLOYEE PUTS A GREAT STRAIN ON THOSE 
REMAINING. THE PRESSSURE IS COMPOUNDED BY THE FACT THAT A 
RECEIPTIONIST MUST BE ON DUTY AT LEAST A HALF DAY ON SATURDAYS 
AND AMERICAN HOLIDAYS. BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE JOB. IT 
HAS PROVEN VERY DIFFICULT TO FIND COMPETENT PEOPLE TO FILL 
THESE SLOTS. THE LAST EMPLOYEE TO LEAVE DID SO AS A RESULT 
OF SECURITY PROBLEMS AND ONE INCUMBENT IS TO BE TERMINATED 
FOR GENERAL INCOMPETENCE. 


2. IN CONJUCTION WITH FILLING THE S-48 POSITION, POST 
REQUESTS AUTHORIZATION TO FILL THE S-47 POSITION AS WELL, 
SINCE THE INCUMBENT OF THE LATTER POSITION WILL BE PROMOTED 
TO OCUPY THE FORMER. THEREFORE, THE S-47 POSITION WILL 
BECOME VACANT AS SOON AS THE S-48 POSITION IS FILLED. 
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3. FYI, THAT SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR/RECEPTIONIST OCCUPYING 
POSITION NUMBER S-20 WILL BE TERMINATED BY OR BEFORE THE 
END OF HER 90 DAY PROBATIONARY PERIOD. HOWEVER, SHE CANNOT 
BE TERMINATED BEFORE A REPLACEMENT IS FOUND. ONCE A 
CANDIDATE IS SELECTED, AUTHORIZATION TO FILL THAT 
SLOT WILL ALSO BE NEEDED IMMEDIATELY. 
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